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To the RRADER. 


N HIS Sermon preſents thee with' a juſt As- 
coant of the deplorable Corraptions of the 
Clergy, in the former part of the Reign of 
Ring Charles the Eb. at which time, it 
appears, they were very «High, and very Wicked, There | 
can be no queſtion made of the impartial Trath of this 
Diſcourſe, ſince *twas ſpoken in the preſence of the Clergy 
themſelves, at an Epiſcopal Viſit ation; aud comes from 
the mouth, not of 4 querulous cenſoriom Puritan, but 
of 4 moi Loyal Son of the Church; one who wyote 4 
Vindication of R. Charles, who was” ſequeſter'd for his 
Loyalty ; nay, who aſſiſted in the printing the xmuͥ 
Bam; and as Dy. Hollingworth ſays, was the Mar 
whom that King made choice of, to peruſe ani correct 
that Bool; and whom the ſaid Doctor affir ys go have 
been a Learned and Godly Man *. So thatruaiÞope he 
i in no danger to be reckon'd among the Falſt Brethren, 
nor the Credit of his Teſtimony to be in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pected. | l F e 
: The Repreſentation from the Lower Houſe of Con- 
vocation aſſigns the Source of our Church's (and Ring- 
dom's) Impiety to the long unnatural Rebellion; and af- 
firms, that in former times they were eminent for Pu- 
rity of Faith, and Sobriety of Manners. Bat cer- 


—.— — . — — — 
* 


* See the True Account of the Author of Ey Baoay, in the 
tate-Tracts, Vol. III. p. 761. N 
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tainly if thoſe former Times refer to the former pay 
of the Reign of K. Charles I. as is inſinuated; eithy 
"twas a great Error to think ſo well of thoſe Times, »  — 
elſe if Ar. Symonds be credited, the Clergy had by 
little ſhare in that Character; ſince they were ſo ver) bu 
in thoſe Times, eminent for Parity and Sobriety. Ani 
if the Nation, ſince the Revolution under K. William, 
be grown ſo much worſe than in thoſe former Times; 
ub. alſo the Clergy have but equally improv'd (as th 
Laity will be ſure to allow em what they are ſo modeſt a 
not to claim to themſelves) and be now ſo much worſ 
than thoſe F whom this Sermon deſcribes ani 
rebakes : it will be high time to wiſh their Amendment, 
and to propoſe ſome Remedies , whereby theſe Phyſicians 
may heal themſelves, and not ſpend all their Zeal ani 
Skill on the Laity alone, 's ORR. 

And the rather ſo, becauſe the Corruptions of con · 
tentious ambitions Clergy have uſually been obſervꝰd to 
forebode the Deſolation of the Church: as may be ſeen in 
Cyprian de Lapſis before the Perſecution under Decius, 
and in Euſeb. Hiſt: lib. 8. before that of Diocleſian. 
Let none imagine the Publication of, this Sermon is 
intended to wilify the whole Order of Miniſters in th: I ® 
Church, un their Sacred Function: ſince I verily think, 
a ſerioy. judicious, peaceable Miniſter is an ineſtimablt I 1 
Bleſſing 3, the Place of his Abode; while I cannot for- we 
bear judging, that a Fattious Pragmatical Bigot, a Fu- i 
rious Proud Incendiary, or a Senſual Lazy Epicure, h 
always brings the Plague into his Pariſh, © 
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Pur. II. 21. 


For all ſeek their own, not the things which are Teſus 
Chriſt's. 


ſtil'd, 1 Pet. 2. the laſt Verſe: Now his Dioceſs extends 
over all the World, and conſiſts in the general of two 
ſorts of People, Jews and Gentiles; over each of which 
he did appoint nominatim a ſpecial Superintendant, Gal. 
2. 7. Peter was for the Fews, whatſoever the Papifts ſay, and Paul 
was for the Gentiles, whereof the Philippians,” a People of Macedon in 
Greece, were a part; towards whom (like a loving Guardian) this 
their Superviſor St. Paul doth manifeſt his ſpecial Care, in. provi- 
ding for them, and ſending to them, to be reſident with them, a 
moſt learned, loving, faithful, and ſelf-denying Man; one Timo- 
thews, a young Man with whom himſelf was well acquainted, and. 
whoſe Conditions he ſo well knew, that he durft give his word for 
him, and pawn his credit that he would be moft ſincere in the 


Work of Chrift, and moſt loving unto them; nay, the truth was, 


he did not know where to find his Fellow, he was the beſt in the 
whole pack: for (ſays he) J have no Man like-minded, who will 
naturally care for your ſtate; for al ſeek, their own, and not the things 
that are Feſus Chriſt's. 


Now, Brethren, as we go along, we may note by the way theſe 
few things. 0 | | 


Firſt, That there was an Order of Superiours and Inferiours in | 


the Church in the Apoſtle's days: Paul had power over Timothy, for 
to ſend him, ver. 19. and Timothy was ready to obey Paul, as a Son 
the Father, ver. 22. | | 
Secondly, We may obſerve, that it did (as may ſeem) chiefly 
belong to the Biſhop or Superviſor, te appoint Paſtors for Poe 
F- | _ cular 


HRIST is the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, ſo 


/ 
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cular Churches and Congregations: Paul ſends and appoints Tin. 
thy to be a Preacher to the P#1lippians. | 

. "Thirdly, We may obſerve what kind of Men were prefer'd y 
them to ſuch places; why ſuch as themſelves by experience kney 
to be learned, loving, faithful, and ſelf.denying ; yea, and ſuch d 
whoſe Condition the People themſelves were not altogether igng. 
rant: for ſuch a one was Timothy in all theſe reſpetts, as fal 
appear. | 


1. He was a learned Man, and that not in the Rabbins r 


Schoolmen only, but in the Scriptures; he was a good Textuar, 
as may be ſeen, 2 Tim. 3.15. inſtructed in the Scriptures from 2 
2. He was a loving Man, one that would naturally care for 
their ſtate, even as tho they were ally'd to him by nature, ver. 20, 

3. He was one that was no Self-ſceker, but faithful for Chriſt 
as appears by the Text, with that which goes before: I have 10 
Man like-minded, for all theſe ſeek their own, and not the things that are 
Jeſus Chriſt's as (who lay) Timothy is a Man per ſe, one that ſeck 
not himſelf in any thing, but only the Glory of God in every thing, 


4. He was one of whoſe Honeſty and Sincerity the Philippian: | 


themſclves had proof, as well as the Apoſtle (or elſe it might be 
queſtion'd whether he would have plac'd him over them :) Je hun 
(ſays he) ye know the proof of him, that like as a Son with the Father, he 
ſerw'd with me in the Goſpel ; ver. 22. It ſeems he had dwelt with the 
Apoſtle (not like a Trencher-Chaplain to ſay Grace and ſo forth, 
till a Living fell) but ſays he, he. ſerv'd with me in the Goſpel : that is, 
he and I went preaching the Word of God up and down together; 
as if ſome good Biſhop and his Chaplain ſhould go up and down to 
every Church in the Dioceſs (as both their Duty and Cuſtom of 
old was) and preach the Word of God together, the one in the 
Forenoon, and the other in the Afternoon. x 

Now the Philippians by theſe means had ſome proof and knoy- 
ledg of Timothy; they had heard him preach, and had ſeen his 
Faithfulneſs, his Zeal, and his Scholarſhip ; and therefore the A. 
poſtle knew they could not diſallow of him, eſpecially too being 
commended to them upon his Approbation. I leave the Applica- 
tion of theſe things to your ſelves, and fall upon the Text; E, 
oe the Apoſtle, ail ſeek their own, and not the things that are Jeſu 
C I "fo : ; Wy, 

The words are an #tiologia, or rendring of a reaſon,” why he 
ſent Timothy unto them; and it is a Collation, from the comparing 
of him with others, wherein he prefers him before them. None 
were altogether of ſo perfect a ſtamp, now of ſo pure a Metal, ſo 
wholly ſincerein the Work of Chriſt as Timothy was ; they were 2 
eee _ tainted with Self- Infection, ſomewhat more Self-ſeeking 
chan he. | 

Whence we may obſerve, who amongſt many is to be prefer'd ad 
Curam Animarum, by them that have power thereunto; even ſuch as 
they think in conſcience, upon good experience, will aim moſt directly 
at God's Glory, and at the Salvation of Men. Fayour, THY, 

| | - bale 
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biſe Simony, Flattery, Affection and the like, muſt hear no ſway, 
but naked Sincerity alone muſt poiſe the Ballance. : : 
41 ſeck their own.] T here be divers degrees of Sincerity amongſt 
od's Servants 3 no doubt but St. Paul had many more under him, 
gat were ſincere too for the Glory of Chriſt : but Timathy was fin- 
ere in the higheſt degree, he went beyond them all, and there- 
Ee ſhall be prefer'd before them all. i 

Or it may be, this univerſal Propoſition is hut Hyperbolical, and 
taken for the moſt part; as that place, John 3. 22. ſpeaking of 
cCyriſt, it is aid, No Man received his Teſtimony : that is, no body to 
ſpeak on. Why, the Diſciples did, and ſome few others did, that 
were his Followers; yea, but they were no body to ſpeak on, in 
reſpect of them that receiv'd it not. So here, no body but Timethy - 
ſecks that which is Jeſus Chriſt's; yes, Eyaphroditus did, of whom. 
Inmention is made, ver. 25. and ſome others doubtleſs: yea, but alas 
they are no body to ſpeak on, in reſpect of the reft, that are more 
Chriſt's in ſhew than they are in ſubſtance ; and (if you pleaſe) 
let us take the words in that ſenſe, which is indeed the moſt fa- 
vourable Interpretation. | *: 
And I pray you obſerve in them the Apoftle's ſecret Complaiat, 
how in that firſt and golden Age of the Church (as we may ſo call 
it) wherein Chriſtian Vertues did more than ever fince flouriſh in 
Sth Clergy (for they were all then either of Chriſt's own, or of 
his Apoſtles own Ordination, who ſure were careful what: they did 
1n matters of this nature) they did not ignorantly (as in theſe later ' 
days) or raſhly lay their Hands upon every body, but only on ſuch, 
is by the Spirit of diſcerning they foreſaw were likely to prove the 


5, beſt. Now I ſay, if in thoſe golden Days, we hear and ſee by. the 
1j {WApoftlc's Complaint, in Clero ram rAros fuiſſe vere cordatos (& ſinceros 
t0 bomines, that in reſpect of the others they were as no body to ſpeak 
f on; then doubtleſs in theſe leaden, theſe clayey, and corrupt Days 
e 


of ours, wherein there are more Men and leſs Vertue, the Condi- 
tion is ſtill the ſame, if not in a degree worſe. At leaſt we may 


. Cocbis ſic ſtantibus, as they do) conclude from the words now, that 
g which might have been concluded then; namely this, Do&r. It is 


the Condition of the greater part of the Clergy, to ſeck themſelves more 


ng than Chriſt. . 


This is the Propoſition: but if you pleaſe we will make three 
ww, of it, thus, | 3 
E 1. Moſt Eccleſiaſticks ſeek their own. 

2. Few ſeek Chriſt, 
he 3. None can ſeek both their own and Chriſt together: (for 
Ng Chrift and themſelves in this reſpect are always in competition, 
5 and St. Paul here makes them Oppoſita.) — 


0 * Reverendi Patres & Fratres, non mihi eit cordi, auribus iſtius gent is 
« ace mores naſiros hac in re nimis vere flebiles ſermone divulgare ; Ah uti- 

| : nam 
ad By Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 1 take no pleaſure in pub- 
i ng our Miſcarriages in this point before the Laity : Wor 3 


— 
— ——— * 
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nam potius mores ipſi eorum oculis non nimis divulgarent ipſos ! Date g. 


piam igitur obſecro dicendi verbis, que nimis nimis fact is dicta ſunt, Gy opp, 
niandi parciter que ſtrenue oppugnat Deus veſtirum fateor eſt, alias alin 
arguere, nunc vero (ni fallor) huc adveniftis, ut ipſi Cre urgente ) argu 


mini. Inire rem ſane fateor, & cauſam, & locum, utrumque gravem, h. 


mirem petere me multo graviorem, & mallem equidem ut inpræſentiarum ms 
i iberbem dijcentem quam docentem videritis: Sed cum aliter ſe res habe 
Cauxiliante Deo) officio fungar pro virili, ac eo modo, ut non que mea ſut 
viderer querere, ſed que Jeſu Chriſti ; favete igitur. 

The firſt Propoſition is, Moſt Ecclefialticks ſeek their own, | 


give it in theſe terms, becauſe I dehre to cloſe with the Apoſtle y 


near as I can; and it is plain he here ſpeaks of Eccleſiaſtical Per. 


' ſons. 


But of theſe there are two ſorts, which for want of other word; 
I may call Direct i and Collaterales; ſo direttly, and lo only by the hy, 
The firſt ſort I confeſs are principally here intended by the Apoſtle, 
tho both ſorts, as will appear, are too much guilty of Self-ſecking, 

Concerning the firſt, they are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, or. 
dain'd and appointed, as Timothy and the reft were, to preach - Jeſus 
Chrift unto the Feople : now ſays the Apoſtle, theſe ſeek their own, 

And there be three Owns which a Miniſter is ſaid to ſeek; ou 
Eaſe, own Praiſc, own Profit. 4 ſeek their own; that is, there 
n but are guilty of Self-ſeeking in one of theſe three 
xeſpects. | | 

Firſt, Some ſeek their own Eaſe, and of theſe in eſpecial arc 
three ſorts; whereof the | Tn | 

Firft are they that will ſpare no pains, and peradventure no 
charge, till they have got a Charge; and then, cum pervenerint id 
Curam, vivunt ſine cura (as Bernard ſpeaks) when they have obtain'd a 
Cure, they live moſt void of Care: they are like the Hawk, who 
when ſhe hath got her Prey, by filling her Gorge is diſabled to 
tiy ; or like the Hetrurian Idol, which while it ftood in the Field, 
meanly apparel'd, Omni crebra dedit populo reſponſa petenti; it playd 
the Lecturer, it willingly anſwer'd all Demands ; but when it was 
remov'd, and plac'd in the Temple, and richly adorn'd, 1{ico Di. 


— 


— 


God they did not too plainly ſee them with their own eyes! Give 
me lcave therefore, I beſeech you, to declare in Words what is al 
ready but co much declar'd by Deeds, and to oppoſe ſparing|y 
thol- things which God himſelf oppoſes moſt vehemently. At & 
ther tines, town, 'tis your part to reprove others; but at this 
time, Icoeve, you ars come hither, that your ſelves, if need be, 
may be rep cv'd. I confeſs, the Solemnity both of Occaſion and 
hace requir2 a much graver Perſon for the Undertaking ; and 
truly, for my. youth's ſake, I had rather now be your Diſciple than 
your Teacher: but fince 'tis otherwiſe, I will by God's help dif 
charg my Duty the beftTI can, and in ſuch a manner as may ſhes 
f ſeek not my own, but the things of Jeſus Chrift, Attend there- 
Cre. | | 5 


vii 


The Eccleſiaſtical Selfeſeeting. 9 
witiis obmutuit ills repertis, it play'd the Parſon, Wealth ſtopt its 
month, Preferment was an Obftacle to its Oracles: fo» they, It 
may be (if their Bellies will give them leave) they will preach 
once a Fortnight, peradventure it is but once a Month; nay, it 
may be they will give it quite over, and turn wholly like Lay- 
Pariſhioners, and become their Curates moſt judicious Auditors; 
they find more eaſe to ſee others work than to work themſelves: 
ſo making the Miniftry as a Trade, and themſelves as Mechanicls, 
who will take pains till they are Free men, and then being ſet up, 
work only by their Apprentices, © 2 

Theſe I fay are the firſt fort that ſeek their own Eaſe, your 
Non-preaching Minifters, the Belly gods of the Clergy, thoſe idle 
Drones, thoſe dumb Dogs; Ezek. 24. 3. Ja. 56. 10, 11, 12. Theſe 
are harſh Terms I conteſs, Brethren; but they are Scripture- 
Phraſe, elſe I durſt not uſe them, therefore pray let them be 
taken in the better part: they are the firſt. 8 

The Second ſort, and neareſt a-kin to the former, are Non- 
18 thoſe vagabond Teachers, that love any place better 
than their own home ; like ſome People in theſe parts, that affect 
any Church better than that which belongs to them, T heſe not 
only fail in preaching, but alſo in living as they ought to do; they 
are not only -dumb, but alſo inviſible, neither ſeen nor heard of 
their People 3 peradventure their People ſhall ſometimes hear 
from them, by the Mediation: of a Preſentment, if they do but 
conform to their Practice, in leaving their own Pariſh-Churches z 


if they be not more conſcionable than themſelves, and love home 


better than they; if they do not love his Curate at his command, 
better than he doth them at God's command, the loving Shepherd 


will take order to hav= his own Flock 8 My Sheep hnow 
a 


my Voice, ſays Chrift, John 10. 27. but ſo ſhall not my Sheep know 
my Voice, ſays the Non-Reſident, for I will not preach unto them, 
My Sheep follow me, ſays Chriſt; but ſo ſhall not mine follow me, 
ſays the Non- Reſident; for if they do, I'll have them pounded. 


Ah, what Wretches are theſe that will afford neither Doctrine nor 


Example to conform unto! Doubtleſs by their own confeſſion, 
their Lives at leaſt are not Canonical, in that their Manners de- 


ſve no imitation. Theſe are they therefore that may be ſaid alſo 


to mind themſelves in the firſt rank, Non-Reſidents. 


The Third ſort that ſeck themſelves in their own Eaſe, are the 


timorous and fearful-hearted Preachers, that cry, Peace, Peace, when 
there is no Peace, Jer. 6, 14. that themfelves might live in peace. 
They love the name peaceable, better than conſcionable; and there- 


ore they dare not diſturb Sin, left themſelves ſhould be diſturb'd: 
they wiſely foreſee that it is as much as ſome Mens Tongues are 


worth, yea, and their Livings too, to trench upon thoſe Evils that 
keep houſe with the beſt Men in the Pariſh, as they are call'd ; 
And themſelves have learnt long ago, when they read the Acci- 
dence, that felix quem faciunt aliens pericula cautum. While the ſtrong 
a keeps the houſe, all things * in peace, Luke 11. 21. and r_ 
| | ore 
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fore let St. James ſay what be will, James 4.7. they dare not reſiſ 
the Devil, leſt he ſhould ſerve them as he did thoſe vagabond 
Jews, Ads 19. 13,15. run upon them, overcome them, and prevail 
againſt them. Well, but for all that, it is no true Soldier's part to 
plead, Good ſlce ping in a whole Skin; or not to dare to draw in 
a good Canſe, for fear of being beaten: for my part, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, if I ſhould do ſo; If 1 ſhould ſeek to pleaſe Men, I were not the 
Servant of Chrift, Gal. 1. 10. So he, and ſo I; and J add this more, 
If it were not for the hurt of them, I could always deſire to haye 
ſome perverſe People in my Pariſh, for it is one of the beſt means 


to put life into the Miniſtry. Well, but theſe are the third fort; 1 
and ſo much briefly for them in the firſt rank, that ſeek their Wi the 
own Eaſe. | f rat, 
Thoſe of the Second Rank, are they that ſeek themſelves in Ml 26. 
Praiſe 3 ſome ſeek their own Praiſe: and of theſe alſo in ſpecial ſee: 
are three ſorts. . . ear. 
Firſt, They that ſhew more Eloquence than Power, more Learn- dem 
ing than Conſcience in their teaching: as ye ſhall have ſome come if t 
up with their Latin and their Loſophy (as the Countryman calls it) the 
and with ſuch Diviſions, Diſtinctions, and Metapliyſical Quiddities, ſof 
that ſcarce. themſelves can underſtand them, - Some again will Pu! 
quote you twenty or thirty Fathers and School men in a Sermon, for 
when peradventure they haye ſcarce ſet eye on two, but took them mil 
upon truſt, Others again will have their Sermon half Greek and d 
Latin, that the common People, that love a- life (many of them) the 
to hear gibberiſh, might admire them for their Profoundneſs; a3 ſor 
they did him, that for want of Greek and Latin, ſpake Welſh and Go 
lniſh in a Sermon. But, Brethren, let us think well upon it: Is nea 
to preach ſo, think you in conſcience, to preach Chriſt ? St. Paul faft 
accounted thoſę Cirinthians for vain-glorious, 2 Cor. 10. that came ſel1 
up with ſo, much coin'd Eloquence; but what would he judg of bk” 
many in theſe days, think you, if he ſhould live now, and hear hea 
Men come up with their ſtrong Lines, their eloquent Nonſenſe ? cre 
or ſhould hear Men martyring a piece of Scripture into ſo many Lo- wit 
ical needle(s Divitions as ſome will do; would he not ſay, think on 
you, they did aim to ſhew the Strength of their own Brains, the exe 
Dexterity of their own Wits? Or if he ſhould have heard Men fan 
ecm up with ſuch a deal of unknown Language, as Latin, Greek, pre 
and the like, or with ſo many Quotations of Fathers and School- OW! 
men, do you think he would have commended it'? I do not ſpeak,. for 
Breti cen, but that there is both Time and Place for Men to ſpeak for 
learnedly, if they are able, as in the Univerſity, or in ſuch 2 Pu! 
Place, or on ſuch an Occaſion as this is. If I were able to ſpeak Re: 
learnedly, I think here I ſhould ;- and I ſuppoſe, for ſome reaſons, ma 
if a Sermon on ſuch occaſions were made all in Latin, it would not cut 
be much amils. But to ſpeak ſo Scholar-like (as they call it) to 2 Va 
Company of ignorant People, it is for a Man to diſcover himſelf cor 
to be a vain-glorious Fool, even a plain Self-ſeeker, I remember 2 il ſer 
| 5 word, Pre 
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word, and IT hope I ſhall never forget it, that my : 

+ Noble Patron ſaid once to me, when I had-play'd the * Sir Arthur 

fol in that kind, he came and whiſper'd in mine Capel}, 

ear; Truly (ſays he) I am perſuaded: they that „ 

« have moſt Latin in the Pulpit, have leaſt in the School: {, which 

when I had contider'd upon, and examin'd my ſelf, truly thought 

I, he ſays true, they have indeed, Well, theſe are, the firſt ſort 

in the ſecond Rank: I refer it to the Judgment of any one, if theſe 

ſeek not themſelves, 2 ; 
The Second ſort that ſeek themſelves in their own Pralle, are 

they that affect Popularity, and would be famous in their Gene- 


| ration, eminent above all their Neighbours ; like Theudas, Ads 5, 


26, they would fain be ſomebody, and therefore glory much in 
ſeeing themſelves follow'd. O it is a fine thing to be tickled 1n the 
ear, to be carry'd as it were on the ſhoulders of the People, digita 
demonſtrari, & dicier hic et, Behold the Man, that is he! Yea, and 
if the People will but follow them in this their humour, to requite 
them again, they will follow them again in their humours, and that 
ſo far, till they are led both out of themſelves, and out of their 
Pulpits; and then would fain come in again, but know not how, 
for loſing their credit (forſooth) with the People! Oh! it is a 
miſerable thing, where the Sheep lead the Shepherd, it is a true 
beer res re; and doubtleſs it is ten times better to live (as 
they call .it) under a Biſhop's Bondage, than in this lamentable 
ſort, to be ſet in the Stocks by the Townſmen. Why, Brethren, 
God's Service is a perfect Freedom; and without all queſtion, the 
nearer God the more free; wherefore in God's name let us ftand 
faft in that Liberty wherein we are made free, not intangling our 
ſelv&sin ſuch Yokes of Bondage. | 

But indeed this Path of Self-ſeeking (or ſelf-loſing rather) is a 
beaten Path; more walk in it than think do, Vain-glory is a ſe- 
cret Sin, it will creep into the beſt Heart, the beſt Actions, and 
will commonly attend the beſt Gifts: nay, let a Man do well but 
once, ſuppoſe he preach a good Sermon or ſo, and let him but 
examine his own Heart, if it be not fleſh'd exceedingly with the 
ſame, if the very Credit of it doth not ſtrongly put him on to 
preach more often, For my own part I have found it, when to my 
own thinking I have done well (tho haply in another Man's not ſo, 
for the Crow's Bird is always faireft in her own eyes ;) why, be- 
fore the words have been ſcarce out of my Mouth, or 1 out of the 
Pulpit, I have felt Vain-glory within, ſuggeſting ſecretly what 
Reſpett and Commendation I have deſery'd to my (elf; when it 
may he the next time, God Almighty, by denying a like Aſſiſtance, 
cuts my comb again, that I might know my Glorying to be but 
Vain-glorying, ſoon got ſoon gone, having loſt again in my own 
conceit what before I thought I had. deſery'd. Well, but this ſhall 
ſerve to note out the ſecond fort that ſeek themſelves in their own 


Praiſe, they that affect a vulgar Popularity. 
B 2 Now 


—— 
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Now the Third fort that ſeek themſelves in their own Praiſe, 22 
they that affect Reſpett from the People too, but they go anothy 
way to procure it; namely, by envying, maligning, deſpiſing, and 
inveighing againft thoſe that are (and it may be deſervedly too 
more eminent and popular than themſelves: The Glory of ther 
Fellow-Lahourer is their Diſgrace, hi, Candle dims theirs, hi 
Pains diſcovers thcirs and their Curates Lazineſs, and they canng 
abide it. O if he were obſcur'd, then they ſhould ſhine; if hy 
Light were out, their Negligence would not be ſeen ; if he wer: 
no ſo much follow'd, themſelves (as themſelves. think) ſhould e Men 
more regarded. They would be famous too, but how ſhall th 


make 
upon 
do no 
inveiz 
but © 
name 
gent! 
teact 


a 
effettit 2 Not by mending their own Diligence, but by endes 323 
vouring the others Silence; not by Prayer to God, not by Stuly, feen, 
not by more painful, and frequent, and conſcionable Preachin then 
but by Slandering, by bitter Inveighing, by privy Per ſecuting, by 's 
ſecret writing to Superiour Powers, and the like. 8 and 

And ſurely, Brethren, ſo it is, they that are moſt often tax'd i man 
Vain-glory by theſe Men, do leaſt affect it, and the Taxers then. T 
ſelves are moft guilty of it: it my ſo appear from both (ides rity 
Firſt, from the Parties tax'd, who (ad plurimum) are Men of more Ml ac 

7 able Gifts, to whom God lends a greater power to diſpenſe hi WM and 
Word withal ; which People perceiving, cannot but more affet non 
them, and deſire to hear them (you know, where the Carcaſe is, th Ml ſcie 
Eagles will be gather'd, Mat. 24. 28.) which for his part, it may be, MW &lc 
the Preacher deſireth not, but rather ſeeks to all ; and (as fome Son 
have done) doth haply forbear to preach at that preſent, when he WM or. 
bath ſeen People flocking to that purpoſe. | but 

Nay, and further obſcrve but the manner of ſuch Mens teach- My 
ing, they ſeldom preſs for Reſpett to Preachers; they know they lify 
ſhall have it if they deſerve it, without preaching for it. Honour hai 
follows Merit as,the Shadow doth the Body, and flies from then MW ma 

that follow it, as appears from the other Parties (the Taxers) who the 
are ever and anon calling for Reſpect, for Reverence, and Love; I pr: 
which (as the caſe may be) may lawfully be done, for the Apoſtle N uh 
did it, 1 Cor. 4. Cal. 4. 17. yet ordinarily, doubtleſs, it is purchasd Ml in 
2 a better Tenour, if as to the other it comes by deſert without bo 
asking. 1 | 


2 | 
And beſides (as I ſaid) it is their cuſtom of whom I am ſpeaking, th 
to in gigh bitterly againſt their neighbour Miniſters that have more 
; Reſpect than themſclves, and to preſent their poor People that be 
| | pu it to them: And what doth this ſecretly infer but Self-ſeeking ? ha 
For if thou didſt truly ſeek Chriſt, and didſt glory above all C 
things, as thou oughteſt, in the Proſperity of his Kingdom, thou at 
wouldſt be glad to ſee 1t thrive by whoſoever is the Builder, and 


* - 8 * . - Ve 
xouldſt rejoice in the Fruit of anothers Labours, as in thine own, ye 
if thine with hisdid tend to the Service of the ſame Lord. tl 


"Nay, and further, as it is obſerv'd, thoſe Minifters that are moſt 
bitter in Complaining in that kind, are ſuch as ate either utterly ſe 
unable £0 teach profitably themſclyes, or elle are idle Perſons, and 


make 


than thou canſt find to judg ſo of another. And thus you have 
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make no conſci-nce to ſtir up that Gift which God hath beſtow'd 
upon them. Why Man, if thou wouidfr keep thy People at home, 
do not tall a pounding, or picſenting of them; nor do thou fall 


inveigh ag2inft thaſe to whom they reſort, for that, Courſe wi = | 
bot drive chat furcher, from thee which thy Soul papes afrer, i 


namely, Reſpect an! Lov-., No, but fall thou to work more gili- i} 
gently, ſtudy thou more carefully, pray thou more fervently, and 4 
teach thou more conſcionably. and proficably, and ſee what God 
will do for thee : but if thou followeſt thine own Courſes ftill, 
Men will ſay that thou (tho covertly.) ſeekeft thine own Praiſe z 11 
yea, and thou giveft People more juſt occalion to judg ſo of thee, © | 


ſeen, as briefly as may be, the ſecond way wherein Miniſters ſeck 
themſelves ; namely, in their own Praiſe, | 7 

Come we now to the Third way, wherein they ſeek their own, 
and that is in Profits; and of theſe, as of the former, are in like 
manner three ſorts. > x 

The Firft are they that to expreſs their more diſlike of Singula- 
rity, do hunt after nought but Pluralities, Living upon Living, as. 
many as ye will with a Diſpenſation; it is not againft the Canon, 
and it may be ſuſpected (as ſome have ſaid) that would the ſame Ca- 
non as equally permit to have as many Waves, their ſtretching Con- 
ſciences would quickly ſubmit to an eaſy Conformity. The Apo- 
ftle ſays, Let the Miniſter be the Husband of one With 1 Tim. 3. 2. 
Some indeed take it literally, and ſome myRically for one Church 
or Congregation, whereunto, as to a Wife, he is betrothed. O 
but Paul, Paul, if that be thy RT thou never kneweſt the 
Myſtery of a Diſpenſation: What, Man! if we can but be qua- 
lify'd, we may hold as many un (if we can get them) as we 
have Fingers and Toes. Yea, and 1 pray thee what good do thy 
many Livings do thee? Speak Conſcience, ſpeak Practice: Do 
they make thee ſeek Chriſt more earneſtly, do they make thee 
preach more diligently? Surely they ought to do: but obſerve. at 
when you will, the more-bountitully God deals with many of them 
in this kind, the leſs work they do him; and ſhould any Day-La- 
bourer deal ſo with them, they would never endure it. Chrift 
ſays, My Kingdom is not of this World; and it is to be fear'd, that 
they that receive ſuch Profits and Rewards here, ſhall be put off 
when time comes with [Ze have your Reward, Mat. 6. 2.] If thou 
be Chriſt's Diſciple, take up as many Croſſcs as thou wilt, thou 
haſt good warrant for it, Luke 9. 23. but take not up too many 
Churches, thou wilt find no Scripture for that. Croſſes I confeſs 
are heavy things, but Churches are far heavier; and beſides, Hea- 
ven-Gate is a low Gate, a Gate with a low Roof, and Churches 
you know have high Steeples, and they hinder Men from ſtooping; 
they make Men proud, remember that. 


But ſo much for them, the firſt ſort land in the third Rank, that 
ſeek themſelves in Profit. 1 et | 
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The Second ſort are oppoſite to the former in the Way, but the 
meet in the End, for they ſeek themſelves too and their own Pry, 
fits, but it is in ſhunning of Pluralities ; for they will preach z, 
'gainft a double Benefice, even to the end they may get a doubt 
Living, one from the Church, and another from the Country: fo 
"like the Snake on the Hearth, when in their ſomewhat too (mall : 
Being they have got ſome pretty Warmth by the better Beneyg. 

lence of the People, then they begin to ſtir and hiſs, to the detr;. 
ment of them that put this Heat into them; and like thoſe yg. 
'conſcionable Phariſees in the Goſpel, Mat. 23. 4. they lay inſuy 
portable Burdens upon ſome of their too too unable ſhoulders. 

A good Benefice (as goes the report) is propounded to them, and if 
it lies a great way off Ge may be in the Confines of Utopia) and it 
goes againſt their Conſciences to hold two Livings in that nature; 
(for you muſt underſtand their Conſciences ſtand crooked the clean 
"contrary way.) Wherefore if they accept of this Proffer (as th: 
want of temporal Sufficiencies doth perſuade them) then they 

muſt leave their dear and loving People (which they are loth tg 
'do)- wherefore their Advice is crav'd againſt ſuch a Day, and the 
matter is refer d to their weighty Conſiderations (which proves too 
too weighty to many of them) and a long Sermon without bluſhing 
is made to that purpofe, which like Hoſea's empty Vine, Hof. 10. 1, 
brings forth fruit only to it ſelf: for at the time appointed, Advice 
' defir'd is zeturn'd, with that which was more expected, the Pro. 

miſe of a larger Contribution, upon condition he will not leave 
them; whereunto they that hare more need to receive, muſt not 
refuſe to give, however againſt their power and will (as with grief 
in ſecret they are forc'd to confeſs) leſt they ſhould be counted 
Enemies to the Goſpel, Slighters of their Miniſter, and hve like 
negletted ſuſpected Perſons all their days, Now certainly this 5 
the moſt baſe, ungodly, and hypocritical kind of Self-ſeehing that 
18; and without all queſtion, of the two, it is far lefs offenſive in 
the fight of God to hold two Benefices, if one be not fufficient, 
than in this baſe manner to grind the faces of the Poor. Wel 
theſe are the ſecond fort that ſtand in the third Rank guilty of 
Self-ſecking in regard of Profit. | ; 

The Third fort are they that load themſelves with thick Clay, 23 

the Prophet ſpeaks, Hab. 2. I mean, that plunge themſelves in multi. 

_ © tudeof worldly Affairs, unbeſeeming their Profeſſion ; as Farming, 
Plowing, or the like, wherein for their own Gain they are ſo pain: 
ful, that God's Work muſt needs be done but lightly, if it be 
done ad formam, whether well or no they paſs not. When they 
have ſought themſelves in the dirt all the week, on Saturday in the 
Afternoon they begin to think of ſeeking Chriſt, or to ſpeak in 
their own profane Phraſe, then they begin to provide Fodder for 
their Cattel; or it may be, it is Sunday morning before they go 
about their Sermon. Peradventure ſome of their Wits deſerve 
Commendation, but to be ſure their Cuſrom deſerves no Imitation; 
for make the beſt of it, it is to do God's work negligently, an | cur- 
ſed be he that doth fo, Jer. 48. 10. 5 Lea, 
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yea, and mark it, ſuch Men too, as their Heart on the week- 
days runs wholly after their Covetouſneſs, ſo for the moſt part do 
their 1 0ngues upon the Sabbath; for what are the maineſt Points, 
that ſuch Men beat moſt upon in the Pulpit, but Payment of 
Tythes, Church- Duties? And plenty of Arguments they can pro- 
dice for the preſſure of this Point; which tho a modeſt Man haply 
zath more. cauſe to uſe, yet he dares not alledg, leſt he ſhould give 
his People occaſion to think, that contrary to St. Paul's practice, 
he ſought theirs more than them, 2 Cor. 12. 14. ri 644 | 
t is very true, Peoples Conſcience in tything even every where, 

: like ſome Miniſters. Conſcience in preaching, it always comes 
mort of Duty; and yet, Brethren, let us obſerve it, of all Sins, 
preaching is leaft prevailing againſt this Sin: for what ſoever the 
Miniſter ſpeaks in this caſe, they will judg to be ſpoken in his on 
caſe; whatever he intends, they will tax him of Self-Jeching ; for it 
is a point call'd Noli me tangere, the very Touch will infect. But to 
glance in the Pulpit upon the Unconſcionableneſs of People in 
this kind, is the very next way to ſpread the Contagion, ſuch are 
their Natures and Conſtitutions. 1 
And yet, Brethren, this is a common place, and therefore 
may the better ſpeak it; and where there is one Lay: man here, L 
would there were an hundred for to hear me: but here are the 
Churchwardens, that for the moſt part are the Ringleaders to Dif 
loneſty in this kind, the Proverb holding true in them, Tbe nearen 
the Church the farther from God; ſo ſoon as they have taken the Oath 
of Relation to the Church, then will they ſhew themſelves injurious 
one way or other to the chief Churchman z and the eee 
perfuades them they may do it that year by Authority. But as I 
was laying (and I pray you be pleas'd to mark it, you of the Laity, 
and tell your Neighbours of it when you come at hꝗme) à Many 
ſter may and ought to ſeek that which God and the L; th > 
lotted him for his Maintenance, and yet be no Self-ſeeker,, but may 
ſcek Chriſt in it, and the Souls of you his People an it. I warrant 
you will not believe this, but I'll make it plain unto. ou. | 
Firſt, he ſeeks Chriſt in it, for Tythes are call'd God's, Portion, 
Mal. 3.8. The Minifters are but God's Rent-gatherers, and ſhould 
they fail in their Duty in this kind, we may well foreſee by the 
unconſcionable Conditions of Men (who above al chi £5 love to 
cheat God of has Due). that by the next Generation 255 would 
have cauſe to take up his old Complaint, The Foxes have Holes, and 
the Birds of the Air have Neſts, but the Son of Man (Chrift Jeſus) bath 
not where to hide his head, Mat. 8. 20. Therefore in ſeeking their, 
own Dues, you ſee they may be ſaid to ſeek Chriſt, even to keep 
him in the Land amongſt yo. nh | 
Then ſecondly, they in this ſeek not ſo much themſelves, as they 
do you their People; for (mark it) wouldſt not thou ſay that; 
that Man did chiefly aim at thy Good, that ſhould beſtow all his 
pains and endeavour to ſave thee from the Gallows, altho he ſhould 
get to himſelf thereby the Price for the Halter? Why, I tell 
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thee, of all” T hefts this is moſt dangerons and damnable, why 
thou doe ſt withhold or diminiſh that which is due to th- Miniſtg 
of God. Now that the Cutſe which God threatens, Aal. 3. 8,9, 
might not fall upon th-e, thy Miniſter looks more narrowly to n 
ceive his Dues, and it is a part of his Duty to thee, leſt, I ſq 
thou by his Remiſſneſs ſhouldſt pull the Curſe upon thine ow 
Head. And I pray thee what doth te get by it? even the price g 
a two-penny Halter: for thy Tythes and thy Dues which tha 
payeſt to him, are hu as of that value in re ſpect of thy Soul; the 
whole World is nothing in compariſon of that, ſays Chriſt, my, 
156. 26, and I bope thou wilt not deny it, if thou loveſt thy Soul. 
But indeed, Bret hren, this is the truth of it, People do not lot 
their oun Souls ; it appears „N of all Men they do not car 
for him that hath the charge of their Souls, it goes moſt againſt the 
ftomachs'of many of them to do him a common Courteſy. Any 
Eayman ſhall have 1 with them, and ſhall receiye 
better Tythes from them (where Lay-men do receive them) thay 
ke that hath the Charge of their Souls; yea, any other Miniſter, 
any Lectucer, ſhall have their Affections, and it may be ſometimg 
their Monies too; but their own Paſtor that hath the Charge of 
their Souls, tho he be never ſo careful and painful for their Good, 
hall not get ſo much as his Dues of them. Nay, which is more 
ſtrange yet, if a Leturcr doth but turn Paſtor, and take the 
Charge of Souls upon him, it is the very next way to loſe many 
ef the Peoples Loves, which haply before he did enjoy; and this 
ſome Lecturers foreſee well enough, and therefore refuſe to take 
any ſuch Charge upon them. f os 
+ But what is the reaſon that People in this ſort affect not him 
that hath the Charge over their Souls, whenas the Apoſtle. alſo 
commands it ſo expreſſy, 1 Thef, 5. 12. but even becauſe they do not 
love their own Souls? 5 x F 
But, Brethren, I would you would but ſeriouſly in your retir'd 
Thoughts think upon that Charge of the Apoſtle, Heb. 13. 17. and 
read over with due Conſideration that place in the third of Malachi, 
there Tythes ate call'd God's Portion, and where the Curſe is 
threaten'd to light upon thoſe that retain them ;' and a gracious 
Bleſiing 100 
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promis'd to all the reſt of their Subſtance, to the free, 
willing, and liberal Prayers of them: I ay, if you would but con- 
öder well of thoſe two places, it would never go fo againſt your 
ftomachs to do your Miniſter a common Courtefy; nor would you 
Ever think ill of him, for looking after that which belongs unto 
him; nor would you ever put him off with the Riff. raff of your 
things, as the worſt Fleece, the leaſt Sheaf, and the like; nor in 
your bargaining with him for your Tythes, would you defire to get 
[drinking Penny (as you call it) by him; which according to the 

allance of your own Conſciences (if you can) ſhall be at leaſt | . 
alf in half: no nor would you ever think vou did wrong the 

ountry in giving God his Due in this or that particular: (what | 4. 
will chey ſay, 'doth be think I wrong the Country? pay — 8 
LS T'yths 
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Tytbes of that or that? no, never while I live) ſo they ſet God | 
and the Country at odds: yea, but woe be to thee and thy Coun- 


Fax coo if God be againſt thee. I ſay, Brethren, if you would but | 
de -cioully, when you are alone, think well of the matter, theſe i; 
WW chings would not be fo taxable in you as they are. 10 
” But this is only by the way: The third ſort of Miniſters, I ay, | 
tat ſ-ck themſelves in this Rank of Profits, are they that plunge 1 
A themſclves overmuch in worldly Affairs, in reſpect of their tem- 

te poral Demeſns, and regard eſpecially the Fat and the Fleece; that [| 
a, look, ſa over- ſcrapingly to their Tythes and Offerings (as too too 1 
ul, many there are that.exczed the mean both of Diſcretion and Ho- $11 
de neſty too in that kind) I ſay, theſe are the third fort that ſeck | 
ue tnemſelves in their own Profits. a 

: So that, Brethren, conſider all theſe kinds of Men, all theſe 

] 


ſorts of Miniſters, they that ſeek their own Eaſe, in not preaching, 
not reſiding, in preaching plauſibly ; they that ſeek own Praiſe, it 
Oſtentation of their Learning and Eloquence, in affecting Popu- 
larity, in paaligning them that are more eminent than themſelves 
they that their own Profits in hunting after Pluralities, in 
baſely begging Contributions, in giving up themſelves more open! 
to Worldly-mindedneſs: I ſay, join all theſe together, and ſubſtra 
them out of the general number of the Clergy throughout the 
Land, and no doubt but the firſt Propoſition will be found true, 
that the greater part of the Clergy ſeek their own. Here are 
nine parts you ſee, haply I might name more; but I would gladly 
ſhew my ſelf as charitable, as I would have my Neighbours con- 
ſcionable, and leave God the Tenth, | IE 8 
0 But theſe be only the Clergy primi ordinis, of the firſt and prin- 
0 Bf cipal ſort. Now if the chief be ſuch, Hec ſi Domini faciunt, if 
they that ſhould be moſt conſcionable do thus tranſgreſs, audent non 
ia fures, think you? Will not thoſe of the inferiour ſort be 
4 found as guilty ? thoſe that we call Eccleſiaſtici Collaterales, becauſe 
1 WW they do Eccleſiam concomitari, they depend upon the Church as ne- 
„ ceflary Evils; tho evil, yet in ſome ſort neceſſary: I mean your 
's WH Eccleſiaſtical Courtiers, your Proctors, Apparitors, Regiſters, and 
the reft (as they are deem'd) of that infamous rank that are ¶ date 
„verbo veniam) Dæmoni Comedones, Fellow-Commoners with the Devil x 
„por like him, they live only upon the Sins of the People, joying 
(as he doth) in the number of Sins, in the multitude of Preſent- 
4 ments. | | 
0 What ſhall I ſay of theſe, that they ſeek their own? (ſure I 
ſhould wrong them then.) No, they ſeek more than their own ; 
tor ſome of their Courts (in regard of ſome of their Conſciences) 
areas unſatiable as Hell, wherein themſelves play the Devil; and 
if they get a Man in, they will hold him faſt, either by right or, 
wrong, till in their kind they have devour'd him. 5 
Had theſe kind of Harpies appear'd in the world in St. Paul's 
days, he needed not to have deliver'd the inceftuous Corinthian unto 
Satan, 1 Cor, 5.5, for had he 3 put him intb the ix hands, 9 | 
; > EN 
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been torment ſufficient ; yea, and like Satan too, they are not on if 
Executioners in their kind, but Accuſers allo ; tor to get a Mal 
into their Circles, they will either find faults or coin them: as ;if 
was ſaid of Hannibal, Aut viam inveniet aut faciet, ſo may 1t of then; 


they will either find ways to bring Men into trouble, or invey 


them, by raifing falſe Slanders, Rumours, or the like, and tha 
ſorſooth, cite them into their own Courts for a Scandal. Sure 
if ever it might lawfully be ſaid of any, that they are greater Su. 
ners than other Men, it may be ſpoken of theſe; for theſe ai 
thoiz helliſh Hags, or Lamiæ, that have eyes only to look abroad, 
to pry out other Mens faults, and make no uſe of them at ther Wi 


own home; they feed, as was ſaid, of the Devil's Dict, they ar: 


even according to his own tooth; he feeds upon Sin, and fo «i 


they, and in this reſpe& they muſt needs be the greateſt Sinners; 
for as he that lives upon Poiſon, muſt needs have a poiſon d Body 


(and it is Gellius, I take it, that mentions ſuch a one, who in thi i 


reſpect poiſon'd all the Fleas that bit him) ſo they that in this lor 
live all upon Sin, muſt needs be the greateſt Sinners, they muk 
recds be the poſt poiſonous Creatures. But theſe, as I ſaid, ar: 
but FEcclefraftici Collaterale the Hangbies of the Church, not princ: 
pally here intended by the Apoſtle, and therefore indeed (as not 
worth naming) let it ſuffice only thus far by the way to mention 
them. E 

And ſo now I have done with the firſt Propoſition, I have ſhew! 
You that moſt Eccleſia ſticks ſeek themſelves: I come now to tht 
1:-cond, which is a neceſſary Conſequent of the former, For 1 
moſt ſeek themſelves, if nine parts in ten ſeek their own, then fey 
feck Chriſt, or the things of Chriſt; this follows of neceſſity, an! 
that is the point: Few ſeek Chriſt. I'll only ſhew you in a word 
what it is to ſeek Chriſt, or the things of Chriſt, and ſo come t9 


the next. 


The things of Chriſt, what are they? Why, ſurely in a word, 
they are nothing elſe but the Sheep of Chriſt, the Souls of Men 
and Women, theſe are the things of Chriſt, which he purchas'd 
you know with the price of his Blood. Now, the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are Ambaſſadors for Chrift and from Chriſt, 2 Cor. 8. 2, 
to look to theſe his Sheep, to gather them together into his Fold, 
to acquaint them with his Voice, to keep them within his Paſtures, 
to give all polſible Care and Tendance to them for their Good. 
So that to ſeck the things that are Chriſt's, is 79 dtyeiv, hoc agere; 


whatſoever becomes of our ſelves, or our own matters, to look to 


this, it is to preach the Word, to be inftant in the ſame, in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2-—5. to reprove, to rebuke whe 
we ſce cauſe, to exhort with all Long-ſuffering, and Doctrine; it 
is to watch in all things for the ſpititual Good of our People, yea, 
to ſuffer Adverſity for their ſakes and the Goſpel's, every way ma- 


king Chriſt known unto them by the Work of the Miniſtry. Thus 


to do, is to ſcek Chriſt, and the things of Chriſt ; for thus did 
Timithy ſcek them, for thus had Paul inſtructed him, as ye 3 


U 
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be, 2 Tim. 4. 2, 5+ (they are the very words of the Apoſtle there) 


thy had been obedient to the Apoſtle's Inſtructions, as a Son to 
he Father, ſo ſays he of him, (as who ſay) he even ſought Chriſt os 
taught him; which, ſays he, none elſe do, that is, none to ſpeak on 
25 hath been ſaid) none in compariſon, and the reafon is, for ail 
ech. their own. | ; 

Ay, but may not Men ſeek their own and Chriſt's too? O no, 
"rift and themſelves in this reſpett are always in competition, 


nd St. Paul here makes them Oppoſita: Which is the laſt Propoſition 
of the three to be conſider'd. 


None can ſeek both their own things and Chriſt's together; not 


their own Eaſe, nor their own Praiſe, nor their own Profits, toge- 
tber with the things that are Jeſus Chriſt's. I'll give you a Proof 
of each particular, and ſo haſten. 


Firſt, We cannot ſeek Chrift and our own Eaſe together. The 
Prophet Ezekiel (as you know) in Chap. 34. ver. 2. hath theſe 
words; Woe to the Shepherds that feed themſelves (that is, that ſeek 
their own Eaſe.) Should not the Shepherds feed the Flock ? (ſays he) 
intimating by the word ſhould, that theſe two did not, could not 
ſtand together, feeding themſelves and the Flock. And the Apo- 
ſtle, Gal. 1, 10. ſays expreſſy, If I ſhould go about to pleaſe Men (my 
ſelf, or any other, in ſeeking my own Eaſe and carnal Quiet) ab- 
ſolutely, I were not the Servant of Chriſt, . | 

Secondly, We cannot ſeek our own Praiſe and Chriſt together: 
ſee John 5. 44. How can ye believe that receive Honour one of another, 
and ſeek not the Honour that cometh of G? Whence we learn, that 


they can neither believe nor ſeek God's Glory, that receive Ho- 


nour to themſelves, much leſs ſure can they that ſeek it. 

Thirdly, We cannot ſeek our own Profits and Chrift together; 
(you know the place) Te cannot ſerve God and Mammon, Mat, 6. 24. 
and yet more plainly, ſpeaking of a Soldier of Chriſt, 2 Tim. 2. 4. 
Ny Man that warreth, intangleth Himſelf with the Affairs of this Life, be- 
cauſe he would pleaſe him that hath choſen him for a Soldier ; (as 
who ſay) he that doth intangle himſelf, cannot pleaſe God, nay 
doth not deſire it: And ſo briefly you ſee the Point proy'd. Now 
ſor the Uſe, | 8 | 

Application. As it is ſometimes the Death of Sin, ſo it is the Life 
of Doctrine. Give me leave therefore to add ſome of this killing 
Life to that which hath been ſpoken. | 

And, Brethren, I beſeech you all by that holy Communion and 
Fellowſhip that we have with one another in the Work of Chriſt, 
that you would ſeriouſly conſider of theſe things; and as you de- 
re that your People ſhould apply unto themſelves ſuch Dottrines 
as you propound unto them, and take unto themſelves ſuch Re- 
proofs as come from your ' mouths, and do concern them; ſo do 
you apply and take to your ſelves, that which I ſhall ſpeak, and 
my concern your particular Perſons. Nay, be you well afſur'd,. 
that as your ſelves ſhall receive the Word, ſo ſhall the Word from 
Jour ſelves be receiv'd. | 

| C 2 You 
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You are all Strangers to me, I ſcarce know your Faces, muc 


4" | Be \ 
leſs your Natures and Conditions; and therefore I neither haze fic'd N 
aim'd, nor can aim at any of your particular Perſons. To ht oven 
ſome, I confels I defire, as no doubt but he did that drew the Bor ſects 0 
at a venture, 1 Kings 22. 2. and it was a hundred to one, if ſhoot God 
ing among the Croud (the Army) he hit not ſome, tho who he ſelf it 
knew not; it was God's Providence to direct the Arrow into Ahat; let us 
Breaſt: So it is twenty to one if in this ſo great Aſſembly I ht Miſcr 
not ſome, yea, if I hit not many. The Lord direct my Arrows 2 boure 
ohe did his, into the boſoms of the moſt guilty : for undoubtedly, ii WW 1:& i; 
among the Clergy there be ſo many ſorts of Self-ſeckers, as bat 105. 
been (aid, then who dares athrm with Corah, Numb. 16. 3. that the have 
Congregation is holy, that this whole Congregation is holy ? = well | 
- You therefore in the firſt place (pray give me leave to ſpeak in not e. 
the ſecond Perſon) you I ſay that ſeek your ſelves in your ont ſtill ; 
Eaſe, whoſe Strength is to fit ftill (as Iſaiab ſpeaks in another ſenſe, ft th 
T/a. 30. 7.) that feed not the Flock, bur only upon the Flock, Exh, thin] 
24. 2. In the fear of God think upon it; How can you without a mo 
terrour read all thoſe T hreatnings againſt idle Shepherds denounc not 
azainſt you by the Prophet Ezekiel ? Chap. 13. & 34. How can you him 
without trembling hear that Woe to them that be at eaſe in ôin, Chr 
proclaim'd by Amos? Chap. 6. 1. How dare you by your Practice ſhall 
lay after bim in the Goſpel, Soul take thine eaſe, Lis 12. 19. 0 16. 
Body take thine eaſe, when he is gone to Hell before you ? Wil thel 
not Eaſe ſlay you in the end? Then Solomon is no Man of hi dies 
Word, Prov. 1. 32. Did not Eaſe fit 4eab for Deſtrüction? Doth . ſha 
not Jeremy ſay, Chap. 48. 11. that that was the cquſe ſhe ſettle the 
upon her Lees? Is not to be given up to one's own Eaſe, to be mull 
given up to one's own ſelf, to one's own Heart's Luſt? And i A 
vou ever read of any ſuch a one, that was freed from himſelf again, Let 
till the Devil freed him? We read of ſome that were deliver'd u Idl. 
to Satan, that were freed again, as was Fob in one kind, Fob 2. 6, aw: 
and the inceſtuous Corinthian in another, 1 Cor. 5. their Spirits were wh 
ſav'd notwithſtanding in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, 2 Cor, 2. but you 
you never read of a Man , that was deliver'd to himſelf, but went vel 
to Hell. Now for a Man to be given up to his own Eaſe, I ay, aft 
is to be given up tc his own ſelf, even over to the very highek be 
kind of Impiety, to ſit in the Seat of the Scornful, which of three the 
degrees is the higheſt, as we gather from Pſal. 1. 1. For you may As 
| ſee what the Prophet ſays in another place, Pſal. 1 23. 4. (ſays he) acc 


Our Soul i exceedingly fill'd with the ſcorning (of whom ?) of them hit fo 
be at eaſe, And, Brethren, is it not fo '} Have ye any ſuch | 
Scorners, Flouters, and Gibers of painful Preachers, and of St: ne 
mon-hunting (as they ſcoffingly term them) or rather more truly to 
of Heaven-hunting People, as thoſe idle, lazy, non-preaching Mr ne 


niſters? But deriſores Deus ipſe deridet (ſays the Wiſeman, Prov, 3 by 
34.) yea, he will laugh at their Calamity, and mich when their Feat he 
cagreth, Prov. 1. 26. | A 

| | bt 


Be 
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Be wiſe now therefore, O ye Minifters ; be painful, O ye Bene» 
6d Men; left by taking to your ſelves too much liberty, you be 
given up to your OWN Liberty, and ſo become in the end the Ob- 
ſects of God's Deriſion. O I befeech you by thoſe Mercies of 
God which your ſelves have taſted above other Men (I'll put my 
ſelf into your number, as I have good cauſe) I beſeech you, I ſay, 
let us be careful that theſe receiv'd Mercies breed not our future 
= Miſcrics ; but while our Wages are greater than our Fellow-La- 
W bourers, let us (if it may be) exceed them in our pains-taking, 
leſt it fare with us as it did ſometime with the Iſraelites, ( Pſal. 
105. 15.) God having granted our Requeſt for our Bellies, we 
| have Leanneſs therewithal ſent ingo our Souls, If 'we remember 
well the Apoſtle's words, 2 Theſſ. 3. 10. He that will not labour, mu 


not eat; we would never conceit that God gives us Food to lie 


ſtill ; or if he doth, it is to that end, as Men feed their Swine, to 
fit them for the Slaughter. O, while we may therefore, let us 
think upon it. Is not well done good and faitbful Servant, Mat. 25. 21» 
a more pleaſing word than you idle and unprofitable ? ver. 30. Will 
not enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord, ſound more ſweet than throw 
him into utter Darkneſs & Will it not be a heavy hearing, when 
Chrift ſhall urge, Why ſtood thou all the day idle? Mat. 29. 6. when he 
ſhall bid remember how thou in thy life-time receivedﬆ thy pleaſure 2 Luke 
16. 25, Well, Brethren, for the Love of Chrift let us think on 


theſe things, and drive Eaſe betime from our luskiſh ſinful Bo- 


dies, that we may partake of that Promiſe, Pſal.-25. 13. His Soul 
ſhall live at eaſe ;, that we may have cauſe to ſay at the laſt day with 


the Son of Syrach, Ecclus. 51. 37. Modicum labor avi & invent mihi 


multam requiem. 


And you that have not yet theſe Occaſions to be idle, I mean 
Lecturers, Curates, and the like, that (it may be) more thro the 
Idleneſs of the Paſtors, than out of your own due Worth, do glean 
away the Affections of the People; take you heed that hereafter 
when your Table is ſet, it doth not in like ſort prove a Snare unto 
you, as it doth to many others, You may haply for the preſent in» 
veigh bitterly againft them that are guilty in this kind, and here- 
after be condemn'd your ſelves de eodem crimine : Let him that thinketh 
he ſtands take heed leſt he fall, 1 Cor. 10.12. For it is not Poverty (as 
the common Vote goetk) but rather Plenty, that proves the Man. 
As the fining Pot to the Gold, and the Furnace to the Silver, Jo s a Man 
2 _ Dipnity, ſays wiſe Solomon, Prov. 27.21, But ſo much 

rthe firſt, | 


Now for the ſecond ſort. You that are Non-Reſidents, that 


neither feed your Flock, nor know your Flock, what ſhall 1 ſay 


toyou? You are like the good Shepherd in no reſpe@, for you 
neither know yours, nor are known of yours: The Thief comes no 
but to ſleal, ſays Chriſt, John 10. 10. ſpeaking of the falſe Shep- 
herds: ſo you come not hut to take that Wages you never earn'ds 
Again, he ſpeaks in the ſame Chapter, ver. 8, of ſome that came 
before him, that were Thieves and Robbers ; and he adds, = 

| e 
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and to bid defiance to the whole World, inaſmuch as St. Jobn ſays 
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Sheep did not hear them; it may be ſaid of you that come after him, 
your Sheep do not hear you: Verily you are worſe than the Hire. 
ling there meation'd, ver. 12, 13. for he flees not till he ſees the 
Wolf come, but you flee before-hand, ro give occation to his 
coming. It was the Hireling's fault in Chrift's time, not to care 
for the Sheep, but now it is the fault of our chief Shepherds. 4s 
cares nat for the Sheep (ſays Chriſt) becauſe he is an Hireling ; hut if 
Chriſt were here now, he muſt turn his note, and ſay, he cares 
not for them hecauſe he is their Shepherd. | 
Sure you know | Shepherd] is a relative Word, and muſt confef 


his Correlatum, and ſo no doubt but you will do; you will not deny 


that you have a Living, but withal you have a Rule, which you 
learnt when you were Freih-men, and make more uſe of it noy 
than you did then, and that is this; Diſtantia non tollit Ratinnem, 
But by your favour that Rule is not ies, for non tenet in Sacry, 
But however, what ſay you to | Paſtor ] then? that infers a Pre. 
ſence: and for the word | Watchmen | to be ſure that forbids Non. 
Reſidence. | 5 

Well, Brethren, the day will come, when Fou ſhall hear the 
Voice, Reddite ratimem villicationis veſtraæ, Luke 16. 2. How you 


will be able to ay, Of them thou haſt given us in charge, we have 


loft none, I know not; n 17. 12. Nay, ſee you to it, if ye ſhall 


not rather have cauſe to ſay, Of them thou haſt given us in charge, 


we have look'd to none. Certainly of all Men you have cauſe to 
fear a Neſcio vs, Mat. 7, 23. as a due Reward to a Neſcio Ores, 
Wherefore for your own ſakes, while you have time, do as the Apo- 
tie bids, Feed the Flock of Chriſt that depends upon you, 1 Pet. 5, 2, 


Nay, remember but what Chriſt ſaid to Peter; Peter (ſays he) loveſt 
thou me? then ſeed my Sheep, John 21.17, Probatis dilect ionis est exhi- 


bit is operis. - | 

And for you in the third place, that preach plauſibly to live 

aceably, that ſeek Eaſe by Soothing ; you faithleſs, unfaithful, 

int-hearted Preachers, you are in the eſteem of God's Spirit a 
Generation of the vileſt Men, for you are call'd, Iſa. 9. 15. the Tail 
of the People. The Prophet that teacheth Lyes is the Tail; and 
you teach Lyes, when you dawb with your untemper'd Mortar, 
Ezek, 13. 10. when you promiſe to the rotten and unhumbled Souls 
of Men Life and Peace, when terrible things are at hand, even 


_ Garments roll'd in Blood, devouring Flames, and everlaſting Burn- 


ings ; Iſa, 9. 5. Iſa. 33. 14 Aſſuredly it will little avail you at the 


luaſt Day to ſay, Have not we preach'd in thy Name? Mat. 7. 22. for 


you are (if not Enemies) at leaſt Diſdainers of the Croſs of Chriſt, 
Phil. 3, 18. Gal. 5. 12. Your preaching in his. Name is to little 


. Purpoſe, unleſs it be ſometime with his Croſs upon your ſhoulders ; 
they preach bet in Chriſt's name, that preach by Sufferings. 


I pray, Brethren, let us lay it to our hearts: We in a ſpecial 
manner have taken the Lord's Preſs-Mony, when we were or- 
dain'd into the Miniſtry, and therefore bound to go to war; yea, 


it 
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it lies all in wickedneſs, 1 John 5. 19. Bellum (you know) in Latin 
{gnifies both War and Good ; and ſure in this they go both toge- 
ter, no War without, no Good within, free from Oppoſition, void 
f Goodneſs. We can never play the parts of right Soldiers or 
ralant Captains, but when the Enemy is about our ears. We are 
never to any purpole laying fiege to Heaven, but when we are 
ſuffering Violence; And the Violent take it by force, ſays our Saviour, 
Mat 11. 12. not the plauſible. No, we cannot upon ſufficient 
grounds think that we are rightly ſowing God's Pearls, unleſs 
ſome Dogs turn again and rend us, Mat. 7. 6, that we are of Fe- 
jemiah's perfett ftamp, unleſs we be accounted contentious, Fer, 
15. lo. that we are true Ezelvels, unleſs the Scorpions bite us, Ezxeh, 
2.6, or like David, Men after God's own heart, /unleſs the Lions roar 
upon us, Pſal. 57. 4. that we are any of God Almighty's Lambs, 


unleſs our Habitation be among the Wolves, Mat. 10. 16. What! 
Chriſt's Sheep muſt bear Chriſt's marks; I bear in my Body the Marks 
of the Lord Jeſus, ſays the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 17. and what are they 
but Railings, Revilings, Oppoſitions, Chains, (if need be) and 
Impriſonments? Adts 28. For the Hope of Iſrael's Jake, ſays the A- 
poſtle, Lam bound with this Chain. Yea, and he was as proud (if 
we may uſe that word) of that his Iron Cham, Col. 1. 24. as the 
beſt Alderman in London of his Chain of Gold; and more reaſon 
he had for it. And the Apoftle commends Oneſiphorus for this, that 
he was not aſham'd of his Chain, 2 Tim. 1. 16. And doth it be- 
come us to be afraid of its chinking? We read of John the Baptist, 
how he preach'd his Head off, Mat. 14.11. he preach'd ſo long a- 
gainſt the Sins of the great ones, till his Head was ſent in for a 
ſecond Courſe. And our Saviour himſelf preach'd ſo long and fo 
plainly againſt their Sins, till they ſton'd him out of the Pulpit, 
John 8. 59. yea, he ſpake ſo home into the Boſoms of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, that were (as you are) the Teachers of others, that 
the Text ſays in another . place, They perceiv'd that he meaned them, 
Mat. 21. 45. Luke 20. 19. And he that is truly Chrift's, muſt fol- 
low him: Te have me for an Example, ſays he, Folm 13. 15. yea, and 
God promiſes us, Fer. 1. 18, 19. he will make us as Iron Pillars, 
and Walls of Braſs, that tho Men oppoſe, they ſhall not prevail 
againſt us. Nay, there is no better way to get Reſpect and Eſteem 
to our Perſons, than Faithfulneſs and Impartiality in this kind: 
He that rebuketh a Man ſhall find more favour in the end than he that 
flattereth, ſays wiſe Solomon, Prov. 28. 23, And the Apoſtle charges 
Tits to look to it, that no Man deipite him; preſcribes him this 
Courſe among the reſt, to rebuke with all Authority, Tit. 2. 15. Nay, 


the Lord ſays to the ſoothing Priefts, Mal. 2. 9. I have made you 
deſpiſed, and vile before all the People, becauſe you have not kept my ways, 
but have been partial in the Law. And look about you, what Preach. 
ers are moſt affected and follow'd, what do People go out of their 
Pariſhes for to ſee ? Reeds ſhaken with the Wind, Mat. 11, 7, to hear 
thoſe that are timerous and fearful? No, but ſuch as like Jahn the 
Baptiſt, Luke 1. 17, come in the Spirit of Lus, as reſolute as he 
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was when he came to Ahab in the ſecond Perſon ; It is thou and th 


| Hather's Houſe that troubleth Iſrael, 1 Kings 18. 18. So John to Her, 


It is not lawful for thee to have thy Brother's Wife, Mat. 14. 4. Ther. 
fore, Brethren, as the Apoſtle adviſcth, 1 Cor. 16. 13. let us be care. 
ful to quit our ſclves like Men, like Captains, and not like Coward, 
among the People over whom God hath ſct us: for as concerniny 


others that are beyond our reach, Kings, Magiſtrates, Biſhops, 
 Covernours, or the like, to meddle with them or their Sins (unleß 


we are call'd to ſpeak betore them) for ought I know it is beyond 
our Commiſſion. But I ſay towards them that are under oy 
Charge, let us prove our ſeives to be of the Truth (as Chriſt did) 
by not regarding their Perſons in our preaching { Maſter (ſay they 
we know that thou art of the Truth, and teache$t the way of God thy, 
Mat. 22. 16, How did they know 1t ? why, thou careſt not for Mm 
(ſay they) neither conſidereſt the Perſon of Men; namely, in thy teach. 
ing, Let us bear in mind, the Feartul are in as bad a caſe as the 
Unbelievers; yea, as Murderers, Whoremongers, Sorcerers, and 
Idolaters: for all ſhall have a part together in the Lake, Rev. 21, 
8. Ina word, remember but that Woe to them that ſow pilloy 
under Mens elbows, Ezch. 13. 15. that Woc of God is more inſuy. 


portable than the Malice of all Men. 


And now in the fourth place, you that ſeek your ſelves in Praiſe, 
by a learned and uniateliigible kind of Preaching, that by your 
Cookiſhneſs in your Sermons, as by forc'd Sauces, do take away 
the wholeſom Reliſh from the good Word of God; when you fol. 
low theſe Courſes, you do in a ſpecial manner lay open your ſelves 
not only to be vain-glorious, but very fooliſh, if you think your 
gawiſh Flouriſhes can add any more Excellency to the Majeſty df 
God's Word, than a painted Face can add Commendation to an 
honeſt Woman. No, Brethren, the Word of God, when it is moſt 
naked in it ſelf, is then moſt mighty in Operation, moſt keen and 
cutting, and our Art doth but take away its edge, And this the 
Apoftle was well aware of, when ke came to the Corinthians not 
with the inticing Speech of Man's Eloquence, but with the plain 
Evidence of the Spirit and of Power, 1 Cor. 2. 4. The Word oi 
God, you know, is ſaid to be as a twr-edged Sword, Heb. 4. 13. 


Now if you would have your Sword cut, you muſt unſcabbard it; 


not put it into a ſheath, but make it naked and hare; for then it 
will be moſt ſharp and piercing. | | | | 
Brethren, I confeſs it is a hard thing for a Man to deny himſel 


in this: Our Religion for the moſt part lies mcre in the Head 


than it doth in the Heart; and that is the reaſon that our Preach- 
ing for the moſt part is more heady than hearty ; yea, but if wt 


would have it go to the Heart, we muſt have it come from the 
Heart. If we ſincerely covet to make our People good Chriſtians, 


we muſt not mind to ſhew our ſelves great Scholars, . for then 
God will not bleſs our Labours. Mar. 4. 33. It was ſaid of our 84 


viour, that he preach'd not as himſelf was able to ſpeak, but 23 
they were able to hear; and therefore it is ſaid in another plac, 


Tir 
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mon People heard him gladly, Mar. 12, 37. So muſt we, Bre- 
lee if we will be like Chriſt, and eh the Good of our Peo- 
le, deſcend to their Capacities, be plain that we' may be profita- 
bie, and always pray that we may have the Evidence of the Spi- I; 
rit, that we may be powerful, for this will bring a Man peace at 
the laſt 3 this Courſe ſhall be rewarded with a well done good and | 
| faithful Servant, Mat. 25. 21. In a word, remember what is ſaid, | 
2 Cor. 10. 18. not he that commends himſelf is approv'd, but he 
whom the Lord commendeth, © | 

Well, in the fifth place, you that ſeek * ſelves in Popularity, 
in affecting to be follow'd, you Rural Gods, you Pans of the Coun- 
try, that Pope-like do covet to over-top all your Brethren ; what 
have you above others, that you have not receiv'd ? 1 Cor. 4. 7. 
Why then do you glory as if you receiv'd it not? as if you by 
your own Power and Authority had made theſe or theſe Men 
whole, had converted ſuch or ſuch? 453,12, Why ſhould Great 
is. Diana of the Epheſians, found ſo * in your ears? Ads 19. 
28. What will Vox 3 5 do you good, when you are raked up in 
the duſt? It may lift you up tor the preſent, and yet clap you 
under hatches in the end: If you take, commonly (with the fiſh) 
you are alſo taken ; nor do you more rob your Fellow-Minifters of 
Love, than you do your ſelves of Liberty. Your Humour of all 
others is a_moſt dangerous Humour, and ſo much the more dan- 
gerous, becauſe ſo pleating to Nature, It puffeth up, it cauſeth 
you to deſpiſe your Fellow-Labourers, and to be to them-ward too | 
too full of domineering; yea, and it occaſioneth Neglect to them, ö 
from others, and much ill-will from them unto your ſelves; nay, 
it oft · times takes away the Authority from the Word of God ; for 
(with the People) that reliſheth well from no Man's mouth, but 
ſuch as yours, to whom they are devoted; what you fay is their 
Scripture, ipje dixit, he holds it, t hat's enough, and he muſt needs 
ert from the Truth (in their deem) that contradicts it. 

Ah, Brethren, that we had but Hearts to conſider theſe Incon- 
veniences, and to remember that we are not for our ſelves, but 
are all Fellow-Labourers for one and the ſame Maſter ; and there- 
tore for the work-ſake we ſhould ſtrive to maintain the Credit of | 
one another, eſpecially. with their own People, and be more at- 
flicted to ſee our neighbour Miniſter forſaken, than affected to ſee 
our felves follow'd ? for when he is forſaken, there is a fault, 
either in him or them, and we ſhould grieve at the faults of all, _ - 
If we mark but the Apdſite's cuſtom, we ſhall ſee how careful every 
where he way to maintain the Credit of his Fellow-Miniſters: tho 
they were inferiour to him in Gifts, yet he did not affect to bear 
away the Bell from them, We may ſee in the Epiftle to the Colaſ- 
fians, Chap. 4.7, 12. how he calls Tychicw and Epaphras faithful Paſtors, 
and commends them exceedingly to theix own People, (for indeed a 
Man may be faithful in the exerciſe of two Talents, as well as in 
the exerciſe of five, Mat. 25.21, 23.) And ſo in this Chapter of the 
Text, Pbil. 2. 20, &c. bow * commend Timothy and * 
| | Hu 


- 


DD = >” MM wo > co 4 


— — — — — — — — 
9 — 


= ES 


— 
w— 


bh. id 
* 


— — ——— —— . —— k—k— — —-—-T eiĩ 


—— — 


—_ — do troy 


as + The Eccleſiaſtical Self. ſerking. 


ditus to the Philippians, to whom they were appointed Preacher: 


va. 25—30. O Brechen, if we would but do ſo too, I dare fan 
God Almighty, would con us thank for it; for ſo ſhould we further 


one another in his Work, and not hinder one another as we do. 


And I would alſo that you in the ſixth place would in a ſpecial man. 
ner conlider this, you black-mouth'd Miniſters, that are ſo brim-ful 
to the very mouth of Envy and Pride, that to empty your ſelves you 
are fain to go a e in ſecret of them that are more wor 
thily famous than your ſelves, to ſpit out your filthy Venom 3. 
gainſt their harmleſs and well-deſerving Perſons, when you ſee the 
People reſorting to them. I ſay I would yon would think upon 
this: for I pray, how do you rejoice at the good they do, When you 
ſo maliga them? How do you ſeek Chrift, when you fret at the 
Faithfulneſs and Painfulneſs that is us'd in his Service ? You 
would like Magus, Acts 8. 18. be famous too; but with him You 
r-ap nought but Diſgrace by theſe courſes, and a further Poſſibility 
of Hell to come. Have ye not mark'd the Story of the Viper! 
Als 28. 3, 4, 5, &c. Why, that is the very Emblem of one of you, 
The Text ſays, ver. 3. there came a Viper out of the Heat, and 
leap'd upon St. Paul's hand, (now you muſt underſtand by the way 
that St. Paul was the honeſteſt Man in all the Company) nou 
when the Barbarians ſaw this, they preſently concluded St. Pau 
was a Murderer, one whom Vengeance would not ſuffer. to live, 
But after a while, St. Paul ſhakes the Viper into the fire, and 
himſelf remain'd whole and ſound ; which when the People ſas, 


they preſently chang'd their note, and ſaid St. Paul was a God. 
So theſe venom-mouth'd Wretches, like that Viper, out of the heat 


of their Malice lay hold on the beft and honeſteſt Men, endeayour- 


ing to kill them with their empoiſon'd Tongues, Now when the 
* Biſhops and others that be not acquainted with the true Condi- 


tions of theſe Men, hear theſe things of them, they preſently cen- 
ſire them, as the Barbarians did Paul, to be naughty and wicked 
Men: yea, but let them ſtay a while, and they ſhall ſee the Vipers 
only to fall into Hell- fire, and the other remaining harmleſs and 
innocent, ſhall be known to all to be good Men, and Men of God, 
You that be guilty of-theſe things, I pray you take them to your 
ſelves, and ſee unto them. 
In the next place, you that ſeek your ſelves in your own Profits, 
pon be three ſorts of you, I will ſhut you up altogether (becauſe 
begin to grow tedious to my ſelf, and I fear much more to ſome 
of you:) In a word, you plainly diſcover that your pains for 
Chrift is little worth, in that you look for a Reward in this World, 
True Vertue (ſays a Heathen Man) ſcorns to expect, or look 
after an earthly Crown. Our Saviour tells us, That bis Kingdom is 
not of this World, John 18.36. and why, that his Diſciples might not 
(as you do) think of Greatneſs or Riches here. I pray, what be- 
came of your Forefather Demas that forſook Paul, to embrace this 
preſent World ? 2 Tim. 4. 10. The Text lays he went to Theſſals 


nica, and Derotheus ſays, he became an Idol Prieſt there; and no 
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marvel if he proves the Devil's Prieſt, that was Mammon's Cha p- 
lain. Covetouſneſs, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Tim, 6. 10. is the Root of Emil, 
which while ſome luſted after, they erred from the Paith, and pierced . 
themſelves through with many Sorrows » But thou, O Man of God, 
ſays he, {hun theſe things. So ſay.I to you, O Men of God, 
hun theſe things, you above all Men, becauſe you are Men of 
God; becauſe Chriſt (in a ſpecial manner) hath choſen you out of the 
World, John 15+ 19. therefore it beſeems not you above all to mind 
the things of this World: becauſe you are the Salt to ſcaſon others, 
Mat. 5. 13. above all it becomes not you to be unſavoury ; becauſe 
you muſt preach againſt Covetouſnels, of all others it becomes not 
you to be covetous: you muſt help co draw up other Mens Af- 
fections to the things above, therefore it beſeems not you to have 
your Affections intangled upon the things below. With what face 
can you preach the Doctrine of Faith, when you your ſelves are fo 
incredulous as not to truſt God for the matters of this Life, whenas 
himſelf hath ſo expreſly ſaid, He will be Levi's Portion ? Deut. 10. 9. 
Doubtleſs the cauſe that many Miniſters Children come to Penury 
and Miſery, is not for that their Parents left them fo little, but 
becauſe they left them ſo much ; namely, beſides the Lord, if not 
rather without the Lord: they were not ſo careful to leave the 
Lord their Portion, as to leave them a Portion of Wealth, Ah, 
ſays Chriſt, Mat, 6. 33. ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, and all 
things neceſſary ſhall be ſupply'd, (namely, to thee and thine :) 
Preach the Word diligently and impartially, and God will provide 
for thee 3 the Ravens ſhall feed thee, as they did Elia, 1 Kings 27g 
4. that is, the very carrionly Wretches of the World ſhall help to 
ſuſtain thee z God hath their Hearts in his hand, and he ſhall 
make them do it, Ah, Brethren, that we would but all reſolve to 
be at the Lord's finding, and to take only that which. God ſhall 
work for us, and caft upon us, without our ſeeking or ſuing for, 
by any other means than following our Callings; tho we have but a 
little, we ſhall have more Content in it, than others have in a 
great deal; A little that the Righteous hath, is better than great Riches 
of the Ungodly, Pſal. 37. 16. O Brethren, how the Lord's hand 
doth ſweeten a Bleſſing, over any hand doth whatſoever ! I praiſe 
my God (I can fay it) I take not ſo much comfort in what I have, 
as [ do in this, that Ged gave it; it was his only working, Deus 
nobis hec otia fecit. 5 
Or howſoever (Brethren) how ſoever, ſhould God defer our Pay 
till our Day be done, yet then we ſhall have it heap'd up and run- 
ning over; we ſhall be the firſt of all that ſhall receive our Re- 
ward, Rev. 11. 18. and our Wages ſhall be great too, Mat. 5. 12. 
Great is your Reward in Heaven : And they that turn many to Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhall ſhin? as the Stars for ever and ever, ſays the Prophet Daniel, 
Chap. 12.3. And doubtleſs let us think this, the morg Reward we 
have before-hand, the leſs ſhall we have hereafter, | 
Wherefore, Brethren, I heſeech you, let us not ſhew our ſelves 
to be of the number of them that St. Paul ſpeaks of, 2 Cor. 2. 17. 
D 2 that 
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that make merchandize of the Word of God; take heed of Auyyy 
left it prove Tholaſſanum; remember how Juda's Bag burſt him, ang 
Dives's Wealth damn'd him. To ſeek after Wealth and Promotion 
in this kind, is to follow the Error of Balaam, as St. Peter ant 


St. Jude ſay, 2 Pet. 2. 15. Jude 11, and Riches in this kind are call 


they have invented a new way, which he never thought on; 


will endure to be mock'd, then this Trick will hold bottom. 


be liberal, be hoſpitable : The Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 3. 2. ſays it is part 


this withour queſtion, whatſoever we have from the Church, more 


the Wages of Unrighteouſnefs : And if you mark it in a Clergyman 


. 


| 87 
to the word Lucre is always filthy annex'd; Fred the Flock of Chri 
not for filthy Lucre, 1 Pet. 3. 2. 1 Tim. 3. 3. 


it. I. II. 

And away with that damn'd Uſury, that gets ſo much ftrength 
by the Practice of ſome of the Clergy: nay, ſome amongſt wm 
have got a trick, but it is of the Devil's teaching, to go beyond 
God Almighty's reach (as they think) in putting out their Monies: 


they will put out 20 l. to have 30 or 40 l. paid them for it by equa} 
Payments in fix or ſeven years ſpace (or after that faſhion, I knoy 
not the particulars.) But if Uſury it ſelf be a Sin, when G6 


And you of the Clergy that are Landlords, and have Grounds or 
Houſes to let, I would you would be aſham'd of your ſelves for 
your uncon/cionable griping and handling of People in this kind; 
to be ſure others are aſham'd of you, when they hear poor Folk 
putting it into their private Litany, From being a Clergyman's Tenant, 
good Lord deliver us. | | 

And you, my Brethren, that have wherewithal to keep Houſes, 


of the Office of a Minifter to be given to Hoſpitality. Nay, think 


than is ſufficient for our ſelves and Families, of right belongs to 
the Poor ; yea, and further, if we have wherewithal, and do not 

veach with our Hands as well as with our Tongues, we ſhall make 
But a poor work on it. And let me add this, aſſuredly there nei. 
ther is nor can be any ſuch inward Pleaſure or ſweet Content to 
the Mind, as to ſee a poor Man cry for joy at the receit of an 
unexpetted Two-· pence, or Three-pence, when he begs but for an 


Half: penny. 


And you of the Clergy that are ſo politick in the Affairs of this 
World, as many of you he, pray remember that Saying, The Wi 
dom of this World is Poliſbnefs with God, 1 Cor. 1. 20. And there- 
fore the more wiſe you grow in werldly matters, the more fooliſh 


Jou grow to God-ward: and indeed if you mark it, theſe Miniſters 


for the moſt part that are moft able to give advice in worldl 
matters, are commonly the caſſeſt Preachers and the pooreſt Di. 
vines; and on the other fide, the Proverb holds true, The greateſt 
Scholars are none of the wijeſt Men. 

But verily I am perſuaded this Sin of Worldlineſs in many Mi- 
niſters ſhall be requir'd at the Pariſhioners hands; for if they were 
not ſo full of Fraud, and Cozenage, and unjuſt Dealing, but 
would pay the Miniſters their Dues honeſtly and quietly, they 


would never be driven ſo to look after them, or to ſtudy the Law 
to know their own. 


And 
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And therefore (my Brethren of the Laity) pray let me loſe 3 
few more words among you before I go: You complain that your 
Minifters are covetous, and cloſe, and nigh, and ſhrewd Men for 
the World; you may thank your ſelves for it, you make then ſÞ.; 
ſor if you had but ſo much honeſty as to pay unto God the t ings 
that are God's, that they are intruſted to look to, they would mind 
their Books more, andthe World leſs, : Si tas 
But you would have your Minifters keep a good Houſe, and feaft 
ou all over one end of the Town to the other; and in re- 
quital of his Kindneſs, you will caſt all the Burden of the Poor 
upon his neck if you can, and very mannerly ſpare your own Pur- 


es, and cozen him of half his Dues beſide; and when your Cog- 


ſciences begin to croke, and to grumble at your ſo doing, you can 
ſtop their mouths with your new-found Diſtinction, that you allow 
him as much as the Tenth of the Ground comes to, that. is, accor- 
ding to the Rent you pay for the Land; but he ſhall not have the 
Tenth of your Labours: and therefore you will pay your ſelves for 
them, you will ſteal from him ſo much as ſhall pay for the tenth 
of plowing, and harrowing, 'and reaping, and mowing, for Horſe 
and Man and all; and this {you think you may do, and with this 
cheating Diſtinction for the preſent you ſtop the mouths of your 
Conſciences. But (by your fayour) if this were honeſt dealing, 
then God Almighty was much to blame, when he commanded the 
People not only to pay, but alſo to bring their Tythes to Fernſas 
lem, in that he did not withal command the Prieſts to allow them 
ſomewhat back again for their Labours. No, no, but your Wiſ- 
dom comes from a deeper bottom than God Almighty's did ; it 
comes from Hell, and to Hell it will carry you. 
But you (my Brethren of the Clergy) when you hear any of 
your Pariſhioners nibling upon this Diſtinction, croſs him in your 
Books for a cheating Knave ; for I warrant you he hath cozen'd 
you already, or he means to cozen you. 1 5 
And, my Brethren, we ſhall do well to look to it, and prevent 
a Danger before it comes; for doubtleſs theſe inconſcionabiles Coloni 
do intend to bring Minifters to take their Tythes according to the 
Rents of their Lands, and not according to the Fruits of. their 
Lands: yea, and let a Man but for quietneſs ſake yield unto them 
once, you ſhall have them come the next year and complain they 
have a hard bargain, and then you ſhall not get ſo much; and ſo 
in the concluſion it will come to this paſs, we ſhall get nothing 
at all, - | 
Ah, but my Brethren (you of the Laity) have a care of your 
Souls for all that, you had beſt, and expreſs the ſame in loving 
your Minifters, and in paying them their Dues, that they may be 
encourag'd to have a care of your Souls too, as of the things of 
Jeſus Chriſt, You have a Condition among you, but it is a very 
ill-fayour'd one, you will not above all do your Minifter a Cour- 
teſy, for fear of railing a Cuſtom ; no, you will ſcarce be con- 
ſcionable ſome of you, for fear of bringing it into a cuſtom ; and 


you 
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you think it a great credit to your ſelves to be the Maintainers g 
a Town-FaQion againſt your Paſtors. O, no doubt but it will * 
very ſweet and comfortable unto you, when you lie upon you 
Death-beds ; yea, and if you have never a foot of Land in th; 
Town of your own, ſo much the more comfortable. O but, Bie 
thren, in ſober ſadneſs let me tell you, it will be but poor comfon 
when ſad Death ſhall lay his cold claws upon you, to ſummon yo 
to the 1 of him whoſe Servants and Stewards ya 
have oppos'd. No, no, but believe it, it will be more comfort. 
ble if you can remember that you have always been in love and 
ce, and friendſhip with your Minifter, and have never been 
ailing to do him any courteſy, becauſe he is the Meſſenger of 
God your good, nor did you ever deſire to get any thing from 
him but Grace and.Knowledg. Surely, Brethren, theſe Though 
will be more comfortable than the other; wherefore if you deſire 
peace upon your Death-beds, think on theſe things before- hand; 
And fo I have done alſo with you. | 
And now in the laſt place of all, you Courtiers, you will one 
day lie upon your Death-beds too (for Lawyers alſo die) and yoy 
will hear a Reddite rationem wilitatis veſtræ, render an account of all 
your diſhoneſt doings. You look (I warrant you) to ſee a great 
many Preſentments to day; yea, but when you fee them, and look 


— them, I would have you but think thus with your ſelyez | 
. | 


e time will come when we our ſelves ſhall be preſented, our own 
Conſciences ſhall make the Bill, and the Devil ſhall play the 
Churchwarden to put it in; I would you would think thus, I ſay, 
when you are taking and looking upon your Preſentments; for it 
may be, the thought of it may do you ſome good, it may make you 
careful in ſome ſort to puniſh Sin (as your place requires) and 
not ſo altogether (as may be noted) to take Mony. For if an 
Adulterer, or an unclean Perſon be put into your Court, if he 
hath Mony you will vouchſafe to look upon him; if he hath e. 
nough, Pope-like you will ſell him a Pardon ; if but a little, yet 
ſorſthat little ſake you will deign him an Order of Penance : but 
if he hath none (I ſpeak upon ſome oy then he comes off 
(for ought we ſee) clearly, not a word more as we hear is ſpoken 
to him, and we that are his Miniſters (in the mean time) dare not 
admit him to the Sacrament, leſt our ſelves ſhould come into dan- 
ger, left you ſhould lie to get us into your lurches, Now is this 
right? Is this Honeſty? Is this according to the Will of God, 
think you? Nay, is this the mind of our Governours that per- 
mit you in your Offices? No, I believe it is not, but you wrong 
them, you abuſe us, and you offend God, and injure and defame 
our Church moſt of all. And I am perſuaded, did they (I mean 
our Biſhops and the reſt) that have put you in your places, but 
know as much of you in matters of this nature as God knows, they 

would not be ſo long-ſuffering as he, a 
Nay, let me add this; I think verily if you were but as con- 
ſoionable in puniſhing Sin and Evil (as your place requires) 7 
| EO | cem 
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em to be unconſcionable in taking Monies, your Gain would be || 


nuch more than it is, and where you have one Preſentment, you 14 
dull have three or four; for Lam perſuaded many Miniſters had 


ather ſuffer ſome wrong at their Peoples hands, than put then 
into your hands, you are ſo tedious and griping in your dealings. 
with them. For my own part, it was in my mind to have pre- ö 
ſented ſome two or three matters, but partly upon theſe Conſide- 
ations I have forborn, and 1 believe ſome of my Brethren have 
been ſometime of the fame mind; ſo that if you would but do as : 
you ought to de, you ſhould get more by us than you fare like to 
get, and beſides your Gettings would be attended with God's Ble. 
ungs, and your Souls might haply go to Heaven in the concluſion,”  : 
Wherefore be requeſted for your own ſakes to look ſometimes upon 
Voor own ſelves, and think ſometimes upon your own Dealings, and 
Wpcelcnt ſometimes your own Sins, with Sorrow, Tears, and Con- 

teſhon before the Lord's eyes, you may ſave the Devil a labour at 


bo 
Ro 


Thus, Brethren; I have held you longer than I thought I ſhould 5 
but if you well conſider, I had many ſorts to ſpeak unto; and to 
ſpeak to every one a little, I could ſpeak no leſs. And now I make 
noqueſtion, but with Sampſon I have pull'd a Houſe upon mine own 

head; I mean much ſecret diſlike and evil-will from every body for 
ny Plainneſs: but if I have, it is no more than I fore - expected; 
ind as Sampſon did, if with my ſelf I flay or wound the Guilty, I 
care not: I fay with him, Judg. 16. 30. Let me loſe my Life (my Cre- = 
dit, my Eſteem or what you will) with the Philiftines, I am con- 1 
tented. And if my Conſcience could but tell me, that in every 
Aion I ever did, in every Sermon I ever preach'd, I had as truly 
| WH ought Chriſt, as it ſuggefts unto me I have deſir'd to do in this; I 
| WH vouid boldly conclude with that Simeon in the Goſpel, Luke 2. 29. 
Led, now let thy Servant depart in peace. And ſo farewel. 


gratia 2 Gloria Deo, & Chriſto Feſu, & Adjutori meo. Amen. 
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